
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s, Kerang 
92 Nolan St., Kerang 

Tel: 03 5452 1041 
stpatker@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Marianne Kelly 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 2nd August 2020.       Year A 

 

 

Readings 
First Reading:  
Isaiah 55:1-3 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
Grant to us, O Lord,  
a heart renewed; 
recreate in us your 
own Spirit Lord! 
 

Second Reading: 
Romans 8:35, 37-39 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Halle, halle, halle lu jah! 
Halle, halle, halle lu jah! 
Halle, halle, halle lu jah! 
Halle, halle, halle lu jah! 
 

No one lives on bread 
alone, but on every word 
that comes from the 
mouth of God. 
 

Gospel:  
Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Eucharistic Acclamation 
When we eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 

Gospel Reading: MT 14:13-21 
When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, 
he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns. 
When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, 
his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.   
When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, 
“This is a deserted place and it is already late; 
dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages 
and buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go away; 
give them some food yourselves.” 
But they said to him, 
“Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.” 
Then he said, “Bring them here to me, ” 
and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, 
he said the blessing, broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, 
who in turn gave them to the crowds. 
They all ate and were satisfied, 
and they picked up the fragments left over— 
twelve wicker baskets full. 
Those who ate were about five thousand men, 
not counting women and children. 
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Mass Intentions 
Recent Death: 
Gregory Hogan 

Funeral Mass 31st July 
in Kerang 

Sick: 
Joyce Farrer 
Julie Taylor 

Philip Kennedy 

Looking at the Gospel 
The people are hungry. There are many responses to this plea: ignorance, 

misunderstanding or denial by the powerful or the hardhearted; pity, sympathy or 

compassion by the caring; action, redress and generosity by the able-bodied 

benefactors and social reformers plus many more actions, reactions and intentions by 

all sorts of persons. Isaiah speaks to a people who have returned from exile. They had 

longed to be back home but on their return they find their cities and towns in ruins 

and a famine in the land. Isaiah consoles them with words of hope in today’s first 

reading. In time they will receive water, bread and prosper once again, not just 

materially but spiritual with God’s covenant renewed. 

The people are hungry. This time centuries later when the crowds spend all day 

listening to Jesus. Jesus has pity for their plight to hear the Word of God and at the 

end of the day he shows compassion for their need for food and strength to return 

home. There are six accounts in the four Gospels of feeding the crowd through the 

miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. Matthew gives a simple account. 

Last month on the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ we heard John’s more 

detailed account and the following teaching on the Eucharist. Yet the symbolism in 

Matthew’s account is also evident. Despite death [John the Baptist], hunger and poor 

provisions God hears their cry and overwhelms them with his response. Today the 

church of the people of God and the entire world are in need of spiritual food and 

material necessities of life. 

 

On the Lighter Side 
Q: How do you make 
the odd number 7 
even without addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication, or 
division?  

A: Drop the "S". 

 

 



 Mass for you at Home 

TV Mass is Broadcast for you at 
6:00am every Sunday CHANNEL 10 

 
 LIVE STREAMING MASS 

 
Sunday Mass will be celebrated in 
Bendigo and be live streamed via 

the diocesan website at 10am: 
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

 

If you wish a visit, Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Anointing and Communion at home, please do not hesitate to contact  
Fr. Novie on his mobile 0450185021 or email him novelitolim@yahoo.com. 

A Prayer from Pope Francis 

Mary, Consolation of the 

afflicted, embrace all your 

children in distress and pray that 

God will stretch out his all-

powerful hand and free us from 

this terrible pandemic, so that life 

can serenely resume its normal 

course. To you, who shine on our 

journey as a sign of salvation and 

hope, do we entrust ourselves, O 

Clement, O Loving, O Sweet 

Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

Revised Easing of Restrictions on Churches (22nd June 2020) 
The following continues: Liturgies or prayer groups with up to 20 attendees 
(in addition to celebrant, readers, musicians, servers, door attendant, etc.). 
Funerals with up to 50 attendees (in addition to celebrant and funeral staff) 
Weddings with up to 20 guests (in addition to bride, groom and celebrant) 
In all cases, the following requirements apply:  Distancing of at least 1.5m 
between attendees. Signage at the church door specifying the maximum 
number permitted at any time, allowing 4 square metres/person and a 
register of attendees, including: first name, phone number, date & time of 
attendance.  

The Mass schedule continues and still can include 20 attendees; in addition to celebrant, readers, musicians, servers, 
door attendant, etc. For all our Masses, it will still be “by invitation only”. 

 
 
 

Kerang:  Wednesday Mass - 9.15am 
                Friday Adoration - 8:30am 
                Friday Mass          - 9:15am  

Sunday Mass        - 10:30am 

Cohuna:   Sunday Mass - 8:30am Pyramid Hill:  Saturday Mass - 6:00pm 
Serpentine:   Sunday Mass     - 1:30pm (9th Aug) 

Prayer for the Week from the Psalm Response 
The hand of the Lord feeds us: he answers all our needs. Ps 144:16 

 

Liturgical Jottings: Numbers 
Dictionaries define or describe numbers as quantity, quality, value, abstracts, sum of 
items, representation or symbol. The last descriptor best serves the needs of the 
biblical reader: symbol. We have biblical numbers: 40 days, nights, years, sons, 
generations, lambs and coins or 12 sons, leaders, tribes, apostles’ months and years. 
Numbers are more symbolic than factual in many biblical passages. The 5000 men in 
the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes probably was not the result 
of a head count but a symbol that God’s providence is generous and awesome. The 
hampers of left-over scraps emphasises God’s compassion and grace for his people. 
The symbolic use of the number adds to and not diminishes the miracle’s 
importance. The later Eucharistic interpretation lets us understand the self-giving 
nature of Christ for the life of the whole world. 

Saint of the Week: St John Vianney, Tues 4 August 
Jean-Marie was born on 8 May 1786 near Lyon. His education had been interrupted 
by the French Revolution. Despite many difficulties he was ordained a priest and 
appointed parish priest of Ars, a town of 230 inhabitants. He quickly became 
renowned for his catechesis, preaching, witness to faith and charity and especially 
hearing confessions. He died on 4 August 1859. He is proclaimed patron saint of 
Parish Priests and recently of all priests. 

Feeding of the crowds - symbol 
Commentaries give symbolic meaning to Matthew’s two accounts: 14:13-21 had 12 
baskets of scraps leftover symbolising the 12 tribes of Israel. Matt 15:32-39 had 7 
baskets leftover representing the entire world. Jesus provides spiritual food for all. 

 

Parish Council Meeting: St. 
Patrick’s Parish, Pyramid Hill 
1st August 2020 after Mass 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Chairperson: 

St. Patrick’s Parish, Kerang – 
 Liz Bland 

St. Mary’s Parish, Cohuna –  
Peter Doyle 

St. Patrick’s Parish, Pyramid Hill –  
Carmen Cauchi 

 

A Day of Prayer for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross McKillop. 
On Saturday 8 August parishioners are invited to visit the Church offering prayers 
for the Covid 19 pandemic; you can attend for a short visit, or stay as long as you 
wish. The prayer session will be as follows 

• 10am Exposition and Rosary – followed by private prayer 

• 11am Rosary– followed by private prayer 

• 12 noon Rosary, concluding with Benediction at 12.15pm 
 

http://www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au/

