
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s, Kerang 
92 Nolan St., Kerang, 

VIC 
Tel: 03 5452 1041 

stpatker@bigpond.com 

Palm Sunday, 5th April 2020 

 

 

Readings 
 

First Reading:  
 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
 

SPOKEN 

My God, my God, why 
have you abandoned 
me? 
 

Second Reading: 
 

Philippians 2:6-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

Praise to you, O Christ 
our Saviour, 
Word of the Father 
calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads 
us to freedom; 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Christ became obedient 
for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised 
him on high and gave 
him a name above all 
other names. 
 

Gospel:  
 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 

Eucharistic 
Acclamation 
 

Save us, Saviour of the 
world,  
for by your Cross and 
Resurrection 
you have set us free. 

 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 

Today we begin Holy Week, the days during which we journey with Jesus on his way to the 

cross and anticipate his Resurrection on Easter. Today’s liturgy begins with the procession 

with palms to remind us of Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. The events of Jesus’ 

Passion are proclaimed in their entirety in today’s Liturgy of the Word. Those events will be 

proclaimed again when we celebrate the liturgies of the Triduum—Holy Thursday’s Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper, the Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, and the Easter Vigil. In 

communities that celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation with catechumens, these liturgies 

take on special importance because they invite the catechumens and the community to enter 

together into the central mysteries of our faith. These days are indeed profound and holy. In 

Cycle A, we read the Passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel of Matthew on Palm, or Passion, 

Sunday. (On Good Friday, we will read the Passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John). The 

story of Jesus’ Passion and death in Matthew’s Gospel focuses particularly on the obedience 

of Jesus to the will of his Father. As Jesus sends his disciples to prepare for Passover, he 

indicates that the events to come are the will of the Father (Matthew 26:18). In Jesus’ prayer 

in the garden, he prays three times to the Father to take away the cup of suffering, but each 

time, Jesus concludes by affirming his obedience to the Father’s will (Matthew 26:39-44). 

Even Matthew’s description of Jesus’ death shows Jesus’ obedience to the Father. 

Gospel Reflection 
 

As we prepare to enter the sacred time of Holy Week, we look again at the significance 

of Christ in our lives. Though he was really in the form of God, Jesus came in the form 

of a slave. We have a saviour who was crushed for our iniquities, nailed to a cross as a 

convicted felon, and there endured the sense of abandonment. We have a saviour who 

was finally lifted up and exalted precisely because he emptied himself of his divine 

privileges. Unlike conquerors who triumph by putting down their opponents, Jesus was 

raised up because he himself was first willing to be put down. We have a saviour who 

first offered himself for us and then continues to offer himself to us as an example to 

follow. As he was willing to empty himself for our sake, so we must to be willing to 

empty ourselves for the sake of others. 

The best way to enter Holy Week with Jesus is in the company of those with whom he 

has identified himself: the poor and the broken; the humiliated and the marginalised; 

those who suffer the abuse of others; those who never use rank to force their will. If we 

are to be saved, we must go where salvation takes place: in our streets and in our homes 

where violence rages; in the dark corners of life where despair holds sway; wherever 

the innocent are abused or the needy are neglected; wherever there is misunderstanding 

or fear or jealousy. We must go wherever Christ empties himself for our sake.  

                                                                                                       © Dianne Bergant CSA 

 
 

 

St. Mary’s, Cohuna 
95 King George St. 

Cohuna, VIC 
Tel: 03 5456 2312 

stmaryscohuna@bigpond.com 
 

 

St. Patrick’s, Pyramid Hill 
5 Victoria Street, Pyramid 

Hill, VIC 
Tel: 03 5452 1041 (Kerang) 
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Mass Intention 
Kevin Grogan 
Lorna Catley 

Peter O’Donoghue 

Private Funeral Services 
 

4th April 2020 at 10:30am 
for Peter O’Donoghue 

--------------------- 
6th April 2020 at 10:30am 

for Lorna Catley 

 



 

 

 

 

Mass for you at Home 

TV Mass is Broadcast for at 6:00am 
every Sunday CHANNEL 10 

 
 ONLINE MASSES 

LIVE STREAMING 

 
There are many options for Mass online, 
including: 

http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 

www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass 
Sunday Mass will be celebrated privately 
in Bendigo and be live streamed via the 

diocesan website at 10am: 
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

 

Update on Guidelines on Sacraments and Liturgies  
as of 1st April 2020 

Chrism Mass: On further reflection, and in light of various pastoral and 
practical considerations, the Chrism Mass is postponed until we can 
celebrate it by coming together in the Cathedral for a diocesan 
celebration.  If parishes need to obtain additional holy oils in the interim, it 
is encouraged to discuss this with those in a nearby parish, or if necessary, 
you could also approach the Cathedral. 
Funerals: Funerals must be limited to no more than 10 people and the 4 
square metre rule and social distancing must be observed. 
Weddings: Weddings can be conducted with no more than five people, 
including the couple, the celebrant and the witnesses. The 4 square metre 
rule and social distancing must be observed. 
Baptisms: As places of worship are closed to the public and baptisms are 
not mentioned in the list of permitted activities, baptisms should be 
postponed, except in danger of death. 
RCIA: It is difficult to see how catechumens/candidates could be 
baptised/received at Easter.  Once public liturgies resume, I will consider 
nominating an appropriate Sunday on which these ceremonies might be 
celebrated across the diocese. 
Home visits: These are permitted, but it is important to bear in mind the 
government’s discouragement of social gatherings in homes.  Therefore, it 
is prudent to limit home visits in duration, frequency, and the number of 
people at home during a visit.  Any visits that do take place should observe 
the normal precautions: 2 metres distance, 4 square metres per person, 
careful washing of hands before and after. 
Reconciliation: Individual confessions are always conducted in the physical 
presence of the penitent. With the current restrictions, this could happen in 
an appropriate place in the person’s home, the presbytery, or perhaps even 
a garden.  Precautions listed for home visits would apply. 
Communion rounds: Priests and lay ministers of the Eucharist may continue 
to take communion to those unable to attend the Eucharist. The 
precautions listed above for home visits would apply, and prudent and 
sensitive judgement should be exercised about the appropriateness of 
visiting those who are most vulnerable to infection and illness, who may be 
choosing to restrict visitors.  
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION/ PUBLIC MASSES SUSPENDED 
All Catholics in Victoria are dispensed from their Sunday obligation until 
further notice (canon 1248).” In line with this, Fr. Novie will celebrate daily 
Mass privately and offer it on behalf of those who cannot attend and for 
the whole nation.  

•         Churches should as far as possible remain open for private prayer 

If you wish a visit, Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Anointing and Communion at home, please do 
not hesitate to contact Fr. Novie on his mobile 0450185021 or email him novelitolim@yahoo.com. 

Planned Giving: If you wish for your Planned Giving to continue during this difficult time you could Direct Credit into the 
Bank. Parishes Bank details: 

KERANG:            BSB: 083543      Account No: 45742 3724   or drop in the letter box at the Kerang Presbytery 
COHUNA:           BSB: 083543      Account No: 45740 7185   or drop in the letter box at St. Mary’s Church 
PYRAMID HILL: BSB: 633106      Account No: 169340536    or drop in Town’s Post Office for Rachel Cain 

 

If you have any intentions that you would like prayed for please give Fr Novie a ring as he is saying Mass every day. 

Holy Week Services Diocesan 
Live Streaming Schedule: 

Palm Sunday (5th April)  - 10:00am 
Holy Thursday (9th April) - 7:00pm 
Good Friday (10th April) 

Stations of the Cross  - 12 Noon 
Passion of the Lord  - 3:00pm 

Holy Saturday (11th April) 
 Easter Vigil  - 8:00pm 

Celebrated by Bishop Shane and live 
streamed via the diocesan website: 

www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Palms will be blessed by Fr. Novie during his private Sunday Mass 
and to be reserved for distribution at a later date after the crisis 

has abated. 

http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
http://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass
http://www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au/

